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Technology

BY Dana Sagona
In an effort to increase efficiency and

promote safety, the Town of Lloyd’s
Highway Department has installed GPS
tracking and mapping systems by
TotelNet Logistics, a Kingston based
company that produces highly
advanced customized GPS solutions for
private and business use. 11 trucks in
their fleet have already been equipped
with the GPS device that can monitor
everything from a truck’s route, speed
and current location. 

“I think all [municipalities] should
have this service,” said Town of Lloyd
Highway Superintendent Frank
Lombardi. “There’s a good safety fac-
tor. You know where the truck is at all
times. I think it’s great.”

Antennas are put inside or on top of
the vehicle, and underneath the dash-
board a tamper proof black box device
contains a cell phone chip and a GPS
chip. The GPS chip takes in 20 satel-
lites to get an accurate calculation of
the trucks latitude and longitude. That
information is sent out through the cell
phone chip. The vehicle’s movement
and other information are then plotted
on the map that is accessed through any
computer that has Internet access.
Simply type in your username and pass-
word and you can watch the vehicles in
your fleet from your home or office in
real time.

Lombardi found the service useful to
increase efficiency by examining what
route a driver takes with the program’s
distance report. If there is a quicker
route available, he can let them know,
therefore saving money on fuel. 

It is also useful if one of his trucks is
involved in an accident. Every vehicle’s
route is stored for 90 days, and a simple

print out of the driver’s route on the day
of the accident can be used for insur-
ance companies or in the case of a law-
suit.

Also, if the Highway Department
receives a call that one of their trucks is
speeding or idling, Lombardi can sim-
ply log into the program on his comput-
er and verify if the truck in question is
actually from his fleet or not.

“We are the only company in the
Hudson Valley doing this kind of tech-
nology,” said Robert Glemming, part-
ner and vice president of marketing and
government relations for TotelNet
Logistics. “There are companies all
over the country that do this but our
mapping is probably the best available,
from the depth of our mapping, its
accuracy, the ease of use to the report-
ing.”

Glemming stressed the benefits of the
system, from coaching employees on

driving safely and effectively to its pos-
itive environmental impact. By being
able to tell how fast an employee is
going, the employer can educate them
on safe speed limits to avoid accidents
and save on fuel costs. Less fuel used

means less greenhouse gas emissions
into the atmosphere. 

“Towns are ideal solutions for us
because we can save them a tremendous
amount of money,” Glemming said.
Features to maintain the vehicle can tell
you when to change the oil, rotate tires,
and when registration is due. “You’ll
get better efficiency out of the vehicle.”
These features are built into software at
no extra cost. The only cost is the
installation of sensors. 

“It’s well worth the money,” said
Lombardi. “It pays for itself in one
year.”

The City of Kingston has been using
TotelNet Logistics’ services for about
two years in the Department of Public
Works, Santiation Department, and in
their buses

“It’s a great tool for anyone who has
a fleet of trucks or cars,” said Faye
Sisson, research assistant for the Town
of Lloyd Highway Department while
tracking the route of one of their trucks
on Route 299. “No one should be afraid
to try it, it’s so easy.”

Car 54….where are you?
GPS tracking helps companies, government agencies keep track of vehicles

GPS devices installed in a company’s fleet allow each vehicle’s location to be tracked from
a main control desktop.
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